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coursed down all of these hollows and canyons, emptying into 
Daniels Creek. 


Hyrum Oaks was one of the first settlers of Provo Valley and 
eventually took up ground at the mouth of Daniels Canyon, from 
where you can look out over the valley. Tom Brown, a relative, 
lived down in the creek bottoms where he could raise garden crops, 
sweet potatoes, and peanuts. Hyrum Oakes went through the can- 
yon into Strawberry Valley to cut wild hay for his stock. In 1879, 
Hyrum, with the help of William Bethers, surveyed a canal at the 
north end of Strawberry Valley with a spirit-level and plumb-bob to 
bring water over into Daniels Canyon by way of McQuire. He also 
operated a sawmill. Joe Jacobs lived just above the homes of Oakes, 
and Jim Ivie near the present site of the Strawberry headgate. 
Bill —= Ben Bromley and his family lived on the flat at the mouth of 

Bromley Hollow in a long two-roomed dirt-roofed cabin. Eli 
Gordon lived farther up the creek, then came Swen Bjorkman’s; 
above them Ab Shelton, and Bob and Liza Winterton Giles had built 
their homes. John Winterton lived on Indian Flat which he fenced 
with brush, made a road against the hill, and farmed for two years 
before he left the valley. 


The “Wasatch Wave” of August 14, 1896 states: “The corps of 
the Rio Grande Western surveyors who have been running a line 
through Daniels Canyon for the p month, commencing at the 
summit this side of Strawberry Valley, are down to the mouth of 
the canyon and will soon have the work completed to Heber. As has 
been previously stated in these columns, the main line of the new 
railroad will run through Daniels Canyon and tap the reservation 
country and Colorado points, thus making Heber the central point 
in this valley and from where a branch line will be run over to Park 
City.” The rail line did not materialize . 


On March 24, 1899 the Wasatch Wave contained an article 
stating the William Bethers and others had found a good vein of 
elaterite just east of the old Forman sawmill site in Daniels Can- 
yon. It is now known as the Wax Mine, although not operating. 

In 1905, when the Uintah Reservation was thrown open, 
Theodore Freeze took up a homestead at the head of Daniels Can- 
yon. During a quarrel Don Herbert fatally shot Theodore. Herbert 
died before he was brought to trial. Theodore’s youngest brother, Vic, 
got the place but became dissatisfied and gave it up. It now be- 
longs in the Bethers family. 


The road through Daniels Canyon during the early years was 
a narrow, twisting trail that crossed the stream by fording shallow 
places or hitting many bridges at just the right angle when coming 
down with long loads of timber. In the spring the mud would be 
almost hub deep; in the summer, deep dust, and in the winter, always 
the danger of snow slides. 
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JAMES T. AND ELIZA JANE 
SMITH IVIE 


Eliza Jane Smith was born May 26, 1852, 
in Winter Quarters, Pottawottomie County. 
lowa. She was a daughter of Jackson and 
Mary Owens Smith. In 1867 she married 
Jack Merrill, They were later divorced. 
She married James Thomas Ivie in Scipio. 
He was born December 27, 1850, in the 
old fort at Provo. 

Jackson and Mary Owens received the 
gospel from Elders of the LDS Church and 
moved from fowa to Nebraska. In April 
1566, they started for Utah with one ox 
team and few supplies and clothes and food 
they could take. At night the company 
would make an encampment and after sup- 
per stories were told. Singing and dancing 
were also part of the entertainment. 

Sometimes white persons were seen that 
had been scalped by Indians. liza Jane said 
it made her blood run cold to see those sights. 
Many times they wondered if it was really 
worth while. They would then kneel down 
and pray to Heavenly Father to guide them 
right and help them to reach Ultah safely. 

When they reached Fort Laramic they 
camped there for awhile. During this time 
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the Indians opened fire on the fort. The 
soldiers returned the fire and after many 
weary hours, drove the Indians away. After 
things had quieted down. some of the young 
girls went out and took the moccasins trom 
the dead Indians’ feet and put on their own 
shoeless feen [bisa said her feet would be 
bleeding and sore at night. 

Vhe men would go oat carly in the morn: 
ing to kill animals for meat for their families 
and the women and girls would gather ber- 
ries. John and Mary and their H1 children 
arrived in Utah in September 1866. The 
parents had brought cows along so had milk 
and butter to use with their flour and meal. 

They had a one-room log house with a 
fireplace in ene end, dirt floor and a rough 
lumber table and corn stalks for a mattress. 
But anything was good for shelter. 

In 1867, Eliza married Jack Merril! and 
they had a baby girl July 7, 1508. whom 
they named Edith. ‘hey were later divorced. 


Smiths, (Jackson Smiths mother was a 
cousin of the Prophet Joseph Smith) to 
Midway and stayed (wo years then moved 
to Scipio. 

Three years later she married James F. 
(Vhomas) Avie in Scipio. ite freighted to 
Pinoche, Nevada. He was born Decemoer 
27, 1550, in the old fort at Provo. In D57 
James T. and Eliza moved to Daniels Cer- 
yon near by where Acora [nn is now located. 
They hed four children and kith now. jim 
Tom as ne was called would go into the 
Bear River country and haul lumber and 
timber to make a ving for his family, They 
lived inthe canyon for years and then moves 
to Daniel to fend west of where her sister 
Rachel Orgill and Mark lived. They si 
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thes planted and had batter and eggs to 
sell Ehiza and her girls picked hops in the 
fall of the year to sell to Mark Jeffs for 15 
cents a pound. 

She knit all their stockings and sewed all 
their clothes by hand until she got a sewing 
machine. 

Their children were: Elizabeth, Lyda. 
Louise. Don C., Grace, Walrer, and Blanch. 
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coursed down all of these hollows and canyons, emptying into 
Daniels Creek. 

Hyrum Oaks was one of the first settlers of Provo Walley and 
eventually took up ground at the mouth of Daniels Canyon, from 
where you can look out over the valley. Tom Brown, a relative, 
lived down in the creck bottoms where he could raise garden crops, 
sweet potatoes, and peanuts. Hyrum Oakes went through the can- 
yon into Strawberry Valley to cut wild hay for his stock. In 1879, 
Hyrum, with the help of William Bethers, surveyed a canal at the 
north end of Strawberry Valley with a spirit-level and plumb-bob to 
bring water over into Daniels Canyon by way of McQuire. He also 
operated a sawmill. Joe Jacobs lived just above the homes of Oakes, 
and Jim Ivie near the present site of the Strawberry headgate. 


Arf ~ = Ben Bromley and his family lived on the flat at the mouth of 


Bromley Hollow in a long two-roomed dirt-roofed cabin. Eli 
Gordon lived farther up the creck, then came Swen Bjorkman’s; 
above them Ab Shelton, and Bob and Liza Winterton Giles had built 
their homes. John Winterton lived on Indian Flat which he fenced 
with brush, made a road against the hill, and farmed for two years 
before he left the valley. 


The “Wasatch Wave” of August 14, 1896 states: “The corps of 
the Rio Grande Western surveyors who have been running a line 
through Danicls Canyon for the past month, commencing at the 
summit this side of Strawberry Valley, ace down to the mouth of 
the canyon and will soon have the work completed to Heber. As has 
been previously stated in these columns, the main line of the new 
railroad will run through Daniels Canyon and tap the reservation 
country and Colorado points, thus making Heber the central point 
in this valley and from where a branch line will be run over to Park 
City.” The rail line did not materialize . 

On March 24, 1899 the Wasatch Wave contained an article 
stating the William Bethers and others had found a good vein of 
elaterite just east of the old Forman sawmill site in Daniels Can- 
yon. It is now known as the Wax Mine, although not operating. 

In 1905, when the Uintah Reservation was thrown open, 
Theodore Freeze took up a homestead at the head of Daniels Can- 
yon. During a quarrel Don Herbert fatally shot Theodore. Herbert 
died before he was brought to trial, Theodore’s youngest brother, Vic, 
got the place but became dissatisfied and gave it up. It now be- 
longs in the Bethers family. 

The road through Daniels Canyon during the early years was 
a narrow, twisting trail that crossed the stream by fording shallow 
places or hitting many bridges at just the right angle when coming 
down with long loads of timber. In the spring the mud would be 


almost hub deep; in the summer, deep dust, and in the winter, always 
the danger of snow slides. 
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